
The audacious concept of combining the 
provocatively unorthodox with traditional 
skills associated with jewellery history, 
the precious with the found, is central to 
Fritsch’s jewellery practice.

Constructed from materials he found on a 
building site he was building a house on. 

Found materials, screws, bolts, nails, pipe 
bonded together using Silver.

Karl goes beyond jewellery, he breaks the 
rules. I love the roughness of the piece, 
looks as if it simply a handful of debris 
from a building site. 

Karl is interested in this juxtaposition of 
the prized and the prosaic, complicating 
our notion of the ring.

The unique shape of the Merc is kept as the brooches are 
cut from different areas. He reasons that this way anybody 
can own a piece of a brand new mercades-benz.

The brooches are cut from a new Mercedes-Benz E-Class 
210 model luxury car.

He would choose areas of the car to capture the shape 
of the car, they are cut out using a large circular saw, 
smoothed down and cleaned up, a logo, number and date 
are then added.

Nel takes an intuitive approach to her bracelets 
and necklaces made from paper; however, it is 
also an approach based on years of research 
and haptic knowledge. 

The relationship between wearer and viewer is 
the essence of Linssen’s jewellery, its articulation 
on the body enhancing and highlighting its 
colours and textures.
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Glenn Mellor – Canterbury Christ Church University

Nel uses  paper as a means of expressing herself. As 
a material, it possesses a lot of qualities that come in 
useful to her. Moreover, the tactile qualities of paper 
are important in connection with wearable objects. 

Every precise cut and fold conspires to create 
tessellated pieces that are at once minimalist in 
aesthetic and texturally complex.

Inspired by the rhythms and structures present in the 
botanical world.

Laminated paper stiffened with a middle layer of 
fibreglass which is folded with repeating elements and 
attached to an elastic cord.
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What is it?

Mosaic is the art of creating images with 
an assemblage of small pieces of coloured 
glass, stone, or other materials. It may be 
a technique of decorative art, an aspect of 
interior decoration, or of cultural and spiritual 
significance as in a cathedral. Small pieces, 
normally roughly quadratic, of stone or glass 
of different colours, known as tesserae, are 
used to create a pattern or picture.

What is it?

There are many, many forms of coding. These 
include such as web coding which uses 
HTML, CSS and PHP. Computer programming 
which can be done by C++, Java, C# and 
many more languages. 

Generally done on any computer device, 
using software such as Dreamweaver 
or notepad++.

What is it?

Additive manufacturing or 3D printing is 
a process of making a three-dimensional 
solid object of virtually any shape from 
a digital model. 3D printing is achieved 
using an additive process, where 
successive layers of material are laid down 
in different shapes. 

3D printing is considered distinct from 
traditional machining techniques, which 
mostly rely on the removal of material by 
methods such as cutting or drilling.

What is it used for?

Today mosaics are used to decorate walls, 
floors, ceilings, and pretty much any surface. 
Modern interpretations of mosaics often 
use interesting materials, such as pencils or 
recycled materials such as bottle caps and 
typewriter keys.

What is it used for?

Designing, writing, testing, debugging / 
troubleshooting, and maintaining the source 
code of computer programs.

It’s used to create websites, software 
programs, methods of working. Without 
programming, Photoshop or InDesign would 
not exist.

What is it used for?
Industrial 3D printers have existed since the 
early 1980s and have been used extensively 
for rapid prototyping and research purposes

The current slow print speed of 3D printers 
limits their use for mass production. 

Used in industrial design, engineering , 
aerospace, architecture, footwear & even 
printing human organs.

Cans

Embossing Acrylic

Corrugated Card

Leather is made from the skin of any 
animal, reptile, bird or fish through 
a process known as tanning.

Uses include:

Clothing, accessories, furniture, 
footballs & bookmarks.

Unusual uses include:

Jewellery, Flooring, Wall Panels, 
Etching & Hot drink cup protection.

Why use Leather?

– High tensile strength.
– Thermostatic properties.
– Resistance to tear.
– Resistance to 
flexing/puncture.
– Good heat 
insulation.
– Mouldability.
– Permeability to water vapour

Acrylic plastic is a man-made material. 
Acrylic is a common and versatile plastic, 
used in many everyday objects.

Uses include:
Clothing, accessories, furniture, 
footballs & bookmarks.

Unusual uses include:
Jewellery, ink, artificial fingernails 
& dentures

Why use Acrylic?

– Very strong.
– If broken, it does not shatter.
– Transparent and can be made in a 
variety of colours.
– Can be cut, heated and moulded to 
any form.
– Waterproof.

Why use Corrugated Card?

– Very strong.
– If broken, it does not shatter.
– Transparent and can be made in a 
variety of colours.
– Can be cut, heated and moulded to 
any form.
– Waterproof.

Most metal beverage cans manufactured 
in the United States are made of 
aluminium, whereas in some parts of 
Europe and Asia approximately 55 
percent are made of steel.

Uses include: 
Beer, cider, soda, tuna, fruit juice & 

other tinned food.

Unusual uses include: 
Models, sculptures, jewellery 
& clothing.

In most of 
Europe 
standard cans are 
330 ml, 440 ml is commonly used for lager.

– Strong.
– Readily available.
– Upcycling is trendy.

 
Corrugated fibreboard is a paper-based 
material consisting of a fluted corrugated 
sheet and one or two flat linerboards.

It is widely used in the manufacture of 
corrugated boxes & shipping containers.

Uses include:
Packaging, display stands, signs.

Unusual uses include:
Clothing, accessories, furniture.

Leather
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Coding

3D Printing

Mosaic

Processes

What is it?

Embossing and debossing are processes 
of creating either raised or recessed relief 
images and designs in paper and other 
materials. An embossed pattern is raised 
against the background, while a debossed 
pattern is sunken into the surface of 
the material. 

Embossing is typically accomplished by 
applying heat and pressure with male and 
female dies, usually made of copper or brass, 
that fit together and squeeze the fibres of  
the substrate.

What is it used for?

A notary public may use an embossed seal 
to mark legal papers, either in the form of 
an adhesive seal, or using a clamp-like 
embossing device, to certify a signature 
on a document. 

Business cards are probably one 
of the largest applications of 
embossing used in the corporate 
world. Embossed letterheads, cards 
and office stationery are often used 
by large corporations to portray a 
professional and yet elegant look. 



Materials
Aluminium cans
Glue
Tin cutters
Rice
Plastic bags

Processes
Cutting
Curling
Cooking

Food From Trash
Sushi – Highlight the damage that landfills can do. 
Waste can seep into the sea or contaminate other 
food supplies. This can then end up on our plate. 
This idea seeks to highlight this issue.

Materials
Aluminium cans
Steel cans
Glue
Paper
Pen
Thread
Tin cutters

Materials
Aluminium cans
Glue
Tin cutters
Terracotta pot
Soil
Styrofoam

Processes
Cutting
Curling
Embossing
Stitching

Processes
Cutting
Curling
Embossing
Potting

Endangered Species
Butterfly Cans – Highlight the damage that landfills 
can do to animals, juxtaposed rare beautiful 
creatures with common trash from the street
being endangered.

Printing
Using cans to print, I used a 
knife to cut out some numbers 
to see if they could be inked up 
and used to print onto paper.

Plants Life
Inspired by nature, I experimented with the idea of 
making plants and flowers out of Aluminium. Basic 
cone shapes and curling strips of metal.

Materials
Aluminium cans
Glue
Tin cutters
Pen
Wire

Processes
Cutting
Curling
Embossing
Debossing

Embossing & Debossing
Draw out the pattern using a pen, flip the metal 
over and trace the outsides of the pattern. Turn trash 
into collectables.

I had been collecting cans for nearly 3 months to 
ensure I had enough stock to use.

To cut the cans I would place them under water 
and use a knife to remove the top and bottom.

With the sheet of metal I would roll it against it’s 
curve to uncurl it.

Once I had a flat sheet I would tape it to a cork 
board and draw the designs into the sheet using a 
large ball point pet.

To fold the sheets without them snapping I would 
use a large ball point pen to score the folds.

To keep the edges smooth I would use a pair of 
sharp scissors, rather then a knife as it leaves a 
much smoother edge that is safe to touch.

Painting did not work so well, but I decided that I 
prefer the clean can look.
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“ ”
Upcycling is the process of converting waste materials 
or useless products into new materials or products of 
better quality or for better environmental value.

Endangered Species
In response to the task I found that upcycling is a much better solution then recycling, turning waste 
materials such as soda cans into items that can be kept or even sold is much more rewarding.

For my design outcome I chose to produce a series of posters highlighting upcycling as a means to 
reduce rubbish, and as a fun process. It is easy to do from home with no special tools needed, and is 
quite trendy.

This series of posters also draws attention to the growing damage caused by landfills and general 
dumping of rubbish. The rarity of the butterflies is contrasted against the all to common appearance of 
soda cans in the street or even dumped at landfills.

Using upcycling we can promote making trash into art that people want to keep, creating value and a 
fun hobby. Simple processes that anyone can do at home, with no need for specialist equipment.

Glenn Mellor – Canterbury Christ Church University

Design Proposal


